
SCIENCE FAIR DOS AND DON’TS 
Getting Started 

DO choose and experiment with variables.                         DON’T just do research or a demonstration 
and then report on it. NO VOLCANOES.  

DO include any research you did into the 
meanings of words, etc. 

DON’T forget to do background research 
before beginning your experiment. 

DO pick a project that interests you and you 
will learn from. 

DON’T just pick a project because it will be 
easy. 

 

Experiment 

DO state your hypothesis clearly. DON’T just do the experiment without first 
telling what might expect to find. 

DO keep your data about what happens 
carefully written down. 

DON’T rely on your memory to record your 
experimental data. 

DO gather all of your experimental supplies 
before you start working. 

DON’T start your experiment until you have 
double checked that you have everything you 
need. 

DO take photos of your experiment, 
especially at the start, end and any major 
changes that happen in between. 

DON’T use photos taken from the internet in 
place of taking pictures of your own 
experiment. 

DO label samples before you take your 
picture. 

  
 

DON'T take photos without labeling your 
samples first. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Building Your Board 

DO have all your supplies gathered before 
you start your layout for your presentation. 

DON’T start your board until you are sure 
you have everything you need! 

DO lay out your whole board BEFORE 
GLUING ANYTHING DOWN.  

DON’T start gluing before you know that 
everything fits! 

DO choose a short, catchy title. DON’T make the title long and complicated.  
DO remember that spelling and grammar 
counts!! DON’T forget to have someone proofread.  

DO type and print your work on a computer 
if you can. 

DON’T try to print right on the board. Too 
hard to correct if you do that. 

DO use simple fonts that are big enough to 
be read from 4 feet away. 

DON’T get fancy and use many different 
fonts.  Keep it simple! 

DO be creative when designing your board. DON’T make your board boring. 
 

The Day of the Science Fair 

DO display your experimental notebook on 
the table in front of the board. 

DON’T forget to use an experimental 
notebook when completing your project. 

DO practice explaining your experiment and 
findings to many other people. 

DON’T practice your presentation by 
yourself. 

DO dress nicely.  A clean shirt and nice pair 
of pants or dress. 

DON’T wear clothes that are dirty or full of 
holes. 

DO be polite and smile at the judges.  Speak 
clearly and loudly enough they can hear you.                   

DON’T mumble, be rude, or look at the floor 
when talking with the judges. 

DO stay by your project until the judging is 
complete. 

DON’T wonder off to talk to your friends or 
look at other projects. 

 

 


